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It is always a pleasure to recognize 
nine volunteers, who work hard for our 
students, staff, families, and community - 
our elected school board members.  A.J. 
Adams, Nathan Dotts, Robert Reed, Ruth 
Saupp, Cassandra Kitko, Kris Bacher, John 
Bacher, Stacey Williams, and Larry Saupp.  
The Board meets regularly to support and 
enable our educational mission and vision, 
and they advocate for continuous 
improvement in student achievement.   

Again this year, with potentially 
serious budget concerns on the horizon, 
they face complex and demanding 
challenges.  In speaking with staff 
members, many do not fully understand 
the school board’s responsibilities.   

Members participate in endless board, 
committee, negotiation, and other 
meetings; members make various 
appearances at school functions; and  
spend countless hours reviewing reports, 
agendas, proposals, and other information 
they receive weekly from the 
Superintendent and District. 

Time spent in board meetings 
represents only a small portion of the 
hours school board members spend being 
involved in our district.  They also work to 
keep informed about the latest in the field 
of education.  This year, they consider 

regulations from the ESSA law, budget 
concerns, changes to student testing, and 
regularly communicate with district 
leadership.  Whether examining policies, 
hiring, listening to staff and student 
concerns or recognizing outstanding 
programs, our board members work hard.  

Though our school board members 
come from varied backgrounds, it has 
been wonderful over the past three years 
as superintendent to see them come 
together as a collective voice to get down 
to the business of leading our district.  The 
group brings different perspectives on 
issues, but they work toward the common 
goals of helping our students achieve and 
enabling our staff to provide a quality 
education. 

 In acknowledgement of this 
dedicated service, January is designated 
School Director Recognition Month.  This 
is a time for us to show our appreciation to 
the six men and three women, who 
provide direction for Moshannon Valley.  
Forced to make complex and sometimes 
difficult decisions, they support the 
successful achievement of our students.  
Thank you, Board Members, for your 
dedication.  I look forward to working with 
you in 2018 and beyond.  
 

 

Project Linus 
 Students in Mrs. Joan Kephart’s class 
work on their annual Project Linus 
blankets. 

Board Member Recognition Month 

By Dr. John W. Zesiger 
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Ms. Diane Henninger joined Mo Valley 2 ½ years ago as an emotional and 
autistic support teacher at the elementary school.  This is her 22nd year in 
education serving as an elementary, clinical, and special education teacher. 

Her student initiative is  “Caught Doing Good.”  She wants her students to 
understand that others in the school recognize their positive behaviors and try 
to instill a sense of pride in students to do well.  The downstairs hallway displays 
how many of her students have been caught displaying positive behaviors.  
“Right now, my students have been “Caught Doing Good” 185 times this school 
year,” notes Ms. Henninger.   

In her social skills classes, she utilizes the PATHS program, a research-
based social/emotional learning program The program includes five domains in 
self-control, emotional understanding, positive self-esteem, relationships, and 
interpersonal problem solving.  Thank you for all you do for our students! 

Federal Education Cuts… 
Back in the spring,  President Trump 

proposed slashing the Education Department's 
roughly $68 billion budget by $9.2 billion.  He 
put some key programs on the chopping block, 
including Title II.  Title II is a $2 billion program 
that helps states train teachers and reduce class 
size; and specifically, to Moshannon Valley, it 
pays for almost 100% of our professional 
development. 

As of this newsletter, funding Title II or 
rather not funding Title II, is a real possibility.  
The Senate version kept the program intact, but 
the House voted to eliminate it altogether.  
Moshannon Valley uses the roughly $50,000 for 
staff professional development, so the cut would 
be significant to our District.  As we plan for the 
2018-2019 school year, if there is training you, 
your grade level or department were hoping to 
participate in, please try to compile some figures 
and information for the building principals. 

Lawmakers might pass a final 2018 fiscal 
budget this month, so we may get some 
answers soon.  Remember that whatever 
Congress passes will affect the 2018-19 school 
year.  

 January 15: Teacher In-service Day 
 January 19: End of 2nd Marking Period 
 February 15: Snow Make-up Day 
 February 16: Mid-winter holiday no 

school for students or staff 

Furniture Grant… 
Several teachers have 

approached administration over that 
past several years about purchasing 
furniture for their classrooms.  In an 
effort to provide teachers with an 
opportunity to acquire innovative 
furniture for their classrooms that is 
not part of the normal budget 
process, the District has created a 
$5,000 furniture grant.  The grant 
will be split into $2,500 for the 
elementary instructors and $2,500 
for high school instructors.  The 
intent is to have this grant become a 
yearly opportunity.  Applicants can 
apply for any portion of the $2,500.  
Monies awarded could be to one 
teacher in the full amount or several 
instructors with smaller requests.  
Requests can also be partially 
funded.  The grants are competitive.  
All teachers are welcome to apply.  
Administration will review, score, 
and award all grant recipients.  The 
furniture would then be purchased 
to start the 2018-2019 school year.   

Applications are due by 
February 28, and the definition of 
“furniture” will be flexible.  Any 
equipment used to make the 
classroom space more suitable for 
instruction and learning will qualify. 

Vocabulary words in 3rd grade take on an 
Olympic theme as the XXIII Games are set to 
begin in Pyeonchang, South Korea on February 
9, 2018. 


